Concrete Connection
A publication of Easi-Set® Worldwide					

Fall-Winter 2013-14

BPDL Wins Prestigious PCI Design Award using SlenderWall
BPDL (Bétons Préfabriqués Du Lac, Alma, Quebec), an
Easi-Set licensed producer has won the PCI’s 2013 Design
Award in the Best Multi-Family Housing category for the
École de Technologie Supérieure (ETS) Student Housing
project in Montreal, Quebec.
Schedule is always a top concern on construction projects,
but it was particularly important for the team designing and
constructing the ETS Student Housing for an engineering
university. “The completion date in August had to be
respected as the building was fully rented to students for
the beginning of their school year,” says Serge Jacques,
principal architect for Régis Côté et Associés.
To meet the deadline, as well as cost and durability
goals, the firm chose a precast concrete panel system,
SlenderWall. The composite precast concrete panels are 2
in.-thick architectural precast concrete on a galvanized steel
stud frame, weighting only 28 lbs. per sf, which translates
into thinner and lighter panels.
“The lighter panels reduce costs, in part by shortening
installation time and reducing the need for additional on-site
work trades,” Jacques says. In spite of the large building
footprint, the tower crane was able to lift any panel around
the building perimeter, and the lighter loads on the structure
translated into overall savings. “It gave us a great advantage
during erection. To save additional time, guarantee quality,
and enable cold-weather construction, BPDL installed the
windows and insulation in the controlled plant so the panels would arrive ready to install at the jobsite.
“We believe this never had been done before and it brought great advantages, as well as high rapidity for installing
and finishing the interior,” Jacques says. “The design flexibility, the professional approach and cooperation of the
precast concrete manufacturer and the overall quality of the panel made our choice the right one for this project.”
Aesthetically, the precast concrete panel design reflects the vibrant, busy lives of the students who will call this
structure home. The design team saw the building as a beehive, and wanted to complement the activity of the
students in the design. That goal is achieved through
a series of vertical windows that correspond to the
dining areas, and horizontal windows that offer
panoramic views in study areas and in some of the
bedrooms. Three different tints, in gray, white and
black, were used to create an interesting pattern
across the facade, while mimicking the color scheme
of the existing buildings on the downtown campus.
BPDL provided custom-made forms to create the
effect.
“The design is sophisticated, but the concrete gives
it a somewhat rugged look,” Jacques says. “The
precast gives the building some weight and one can
tell the building is resistant just by looking at it.”
Excerpted from PCI Awards announcement, October 2013
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Producer News

Production Training at McCann Concrete

Jeremy Smith travelled to Dorsey, IL from Sept. 23-25 for Production Training.
McCann Concrete’s first two Easi-Set Buildings were 12’ x 20’ Haz-Mats being
delivered to Minnesota. They chose to cast the floors, with the curbing for the
grates, as one piece. The buildings were assembled inside of their main plant and
turned out great! — Jeremy Smith

Seminole Casting
50,000 LF of J-J Hooks ...
and Counting
TM

Martin Neiswander reported that their Seminole
Georgia plant is casting 50-pieces of J-J Hooks
daily for a variety of jobs located in Georgia and
North Carolina. The orders total 50,000 lf with
the possibility of additional orders pending. The
barrier will be picked up at their Macon plant as
it is needed by their customer. — Moffette Tharpe

J-J Hooks
Approved
by NJ DOT

TM

Leesburg Concrete Co., Inc. has
Successful Easi-Set Buildings Start

Leesburg Concrete Company, Inc. has “hit the ground running” selling
Easi-Set Buildings in Florida. After taking over the market in central Florida,
Leesburg Concrete sold four Sierra “Dry” restrooms almost immediately
and they are currently wrapping up several more Easi-Set Building purchase
orders. Keep up the great work, Kirk and Brian! — Jeremy Smith
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In October of this year,
J-J Hooks, meeting
NCHRP 350 TL3 test
requirements, received NJDOT approval for
use on their highways. This per-job approval
was to support a DeFoe Corporation roadway
reconstruction project, located on Route 21
southbound in Newark, NJ. The Viaduct &
Chester Avenue Bridges project will require
6,000 lf of J-J Hooks free-standing barrier.
Jersey Precast, Hamilton Township, NJ has
already begun delivery. — Moffette Tharpe
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Producer News
Johns Hopkins SlenderWall Project set for Spring Finish

The recladding project for the exterior of the 9-story Johns
Hopkins Hospital Nelson/Harvey Tower inpatient facility is
in the home stretch. The
158 SlenderWall panels
(27,164 sf) designed
with factory-applied Endicott brick facing and closed-cell
foam insulation were successfully installed by Smith-Midland
Corporation throughout the spring and summer. Now WhitingTurner Construction will work to complete the rest of the
interior and exterior restoration by the spring of 2014. The project
will be certified under Baltimore City’s Green Stars program,
at the level equivalent to LEED Silver. This is the first healthcare
project to seek certification under this program. — Dale Neal

LeGRIFFIX Building
Nears Completion

BPDL is currently completing their third
SlenderWall project in Montreal, Quebec.
Their most current project, LeGRIFFIX, is a
21-floor condominium located near their recently
completed ETS project. For this project BPDL is
supplying and installing
380 panels, totaling
50,000 sf of cladding,
each with plant-applied
closed-cell foam insulation. — Moffette Tharpe
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SlenderWall project featured in
Architectural Products Magazine

The new 65,500 sf New Orleans BioInnovation Center, designed
by award-winning architecture firm, Eskew+Dumez+Ripple, in
collaboration with Seattle’s NBBJ, was featured in the May issue of
Architectural Products magazine. The case study highlighted the use
of SlenderWall panels manufactured by Easi-Set’s licensed producer,
Jackson Precast Inc. of Jackson, MS, as a key in achieving the
building envelope solution needed. “We wanted a durable, hurricaneproof and opaque system with a fine architectural surface, but we
preferred a system that would be lighter than traditional precast,” said
Mark Ripple, AIA LEED AP and principal of EDR.— Dale Neal
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Easi-Set News
2013 Easi-Set Building Producers Seminar. The Most-Attended Ever!!
Plant Tour at
our host plant,
Shea Concrete

The 29th Easi-Set Building Producers
Seminar, September 12th-14th, had
the highest attendance in history, with
over 70 licensed producers, guests,
sponsors and Easi-Set staff gathering
in Boston, MA for three days of
learning, sharing, great food and fun.
Shea Concrete Products served as
this year’s gracious host. The Seminar
was held at The Seaport Hotel located
on the famed Boston Harbor.

The Seminar began on Thursday
with a wonderful reception followed
by Mary Tharpe’s original mixer
game – a tradition. Afterwards, the
attendees joined together for a delicious dinner and awards banquet. Smith-Midland Corp., Midland, VA, was awarded the “traveling
trophy” for the Most Easi-Set/Easi-Span Buildings Sold, as well as the award for the
Thursday night mixer
Most Easi-Set Restrooms Sold. Lonestar Prestress, Mfg., Inc., Houston, TX, again
took the Largest Easi-Span “Footprint” Award, while Lecuyer Et Fils Ltee, St.
Remi, Quebec, obtained the
Highest Average Sales Award.
the Highest Percentage of
Specified Sales Award, the
first time this award was
presented, went to SmithCarolina, Reidsville, NC.
This award was introduced
to recognize the Easi-Set
Buildings Licensed Producer able to obtain building sales through Engineering Firms
Most Complicated Building Award
specifying buildings on projects throughout the world. Norwalk Concrete Products,
Norwalk, OH, won the Most Complicated Building Award for the third straight year, with Oldcastle Precast, Easton, PA, earning an
Honorable Mention with a challenging project in this same category. The evening was capped off with an entertaining speaker, Frank
Damelio, of Target Intellect. Frank combined an insightful talk about body language and its importance in presentations and sales with a
humorous twist involving audience participation, playing cards, and even a spinning spiral wheel. The entire audience left with practical
information as well as gaining a new respect for someone who can entertain while teaching important sales principals. continued...
Friday morning
seminar session
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Plant tour

Ed & Judy Shea
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Easi-Set Staff:
Art Miles - President			
Moffette Tharpe - Managing Director
Jeremy Smith - Building Products Manager

Chris Reese - Engineer
Anne Smith - Administrative Manager
Dale Neal - Advertising Manager

Following a complete breakfast buffet, Friday
Sponsor
sessions
morning’s session began with introductions of
Greg Stratis, Manager at our host company
Shea Concrete and Arthur Miles, Easi-Set’s
new President. Comprehensive marketing, sales
and technical presentations lead into the annual
Plant Tour and lunch, which was held at Shea
Concrete’s Rochester, MA plant where they
Saturday
cast their Easi-Set and Easi-Span Buildings.
success
Also during the morning the partners outing
stories
featured a trolley trip through Boston organized
by Brenda Stratis & Kathleen Shea. The plant
tour luncheon included a “clam bake” with native steamers, corn on the cob, potatoes, and a tasty local clam chowder. All were
treated to fresh, local, New England whole lobsters cooked to perfection. Shea’s exceptional plant tour lunch won’t soon be
forgotten! Arriving back at The Seaport Hotel, our generous Sponsors (Integrated Entry Systems, Dominion Building Products,
Patterson, BASF, Delta Engineers, Midland Advertising + Design,
Spillman, McGinnis & Associates, Engineering Techniques, and See
Saturday
success
Creative Group) were given the opportunity to talk to the attendees about
stories
the products they offer. Friday evening ended with a spectacular Boston
Harbor champagne dinner cruise with music, great food, and conversation.
Always the highlight of the Seminar, the success stories on Saturday provide
each Licensee the platform to present a special project, new technique, or
how they overcame a unique challenge. Over the years Easi-Set’s Network
of Building Producers has become a tight-knit group of friends and
respected fellow producers. — Jeremy Smith

Take a look at ESW now!
Easi-Set Worldwide recently revamped its
management team to better align our talent for
managing top-line growth.

Art Miles joined the company as President and
will be responsible for leadership, defining the
company’s long term strategies and day-to-day
operational and financial activities. A graduate
of Florida Southern College with a BS in
Management and over 30 years of domestic and
The Easi-Set Team assembled at the Annual Building Producers Seminar;
international manufacturing, related construction Moffette Tharpe, Art Miles, Jeremy Smith, Dale Neal, Chris Reese, Anne Smith
services and consulting experience, Art brings a breadth of leadership skills suited to lead Easi-Set in big new directions.
Chris Reese graduated in 2012 from George Mason University with a degree in Civil Engineering and will be responsible for all
of Easi-Set’s engineering related functions such as confidential manuals, standard drawings and calculation packages for accuracy,
completeness and conformance with industry codes and standards, managing engineering and drafting consultants, and interfacing
with licensees on engineering matters. Chris worked for several years in the Smith-Midland engineering department as a detailer
while working on his college degree.
The balance of our team, Moffette Tharpe, Jeremy Smith, Anne Smith and Dale Neal (Midland Advertising + Design) allows
Art the opportunity to quickly build a deep understanding of the business at an operating level.
Our transition period has been focused in the acceleration of economic development, integration and coordination between
different functions and our strategic management process.
The innovativeness of our designs and the quality we insist upon for all of our licensed products are what distinguishes us from our
competitors and makes us the standard of excellence. — Art Miles
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SoftSound passes Salt Scaling Test
Many US states and Canadian provinces require the performance of a salt scaling
test as one of the conditions for approval of a sound-absorptive product. This test,
ASTM C672 or CSA A23.2, is performed to determine the resistance of concrete
exposed to freeze-thaw cycles in the presence of various de-icing road salts. When
applied to a porous material, such as SoftSound, samples are submerged in a salt
solution and subjected to 50 freeze-thaw cycles, after which a visual evaluation
of deterioration is made and loose particles are weighed. This is a particularly
demanding test for porous materials as the full mass of the product is in contact with
the salt solution while being subjected to the expansion forces of freezing salt water.

Sample at 50 cycles

Easi-Set’s SoftSound recently successfully passed both the ASTM C672 salt
scaling test as well as its Canadian equivalent where a different salt is specified and
a modified test method is used. This test completed the battery of tests required for
approval of SoftSound in the province of Ontario, and will allow us to proceed with
the approval process in the states where salt scaling testing is a requirement.
— Guy Schuch, Smith-Midland Corp., supports Easi-Set’s SoftSound development

The Wide-Wide World of EASI-SET® Licensed Producers
United States

Canada

Arkansas
Peterson Concrete Tank Co.
N. Little Rock; J-J Hooks®

Massachusetts
Shea Concrete Products
Wilmington; Buildings, J-J Hooks®

Oklahoma
GNC Concrete Products, Inc.
®
Catoosa; J-J Hooks

Nova Scotia
The Shaw Group
Lantz; J-J Hooks®

California
StructureCast
Bakersfield; Buildings

Michigan
Kerkstra Precast
®
Grandville; J-J Hooks

Pennsylvania
Eagle Concrete Products, Inc.
®
Somerset; J-J Hooks

Ontario
C J Pink, Ltd
London; J-J Hooks®

Colorado
SEMA Precast, Inc.
Englewood; J-J Hooks®

Mississippi
Jackson Precast, Inc.
Jackson; SlenderWall®

Faddis Concrete Products
Kutztown, New Castle*,
®
Downingtown; J-J Hooks

Florida
Leesburg Concrete Co., Inc.
Leesburg; Buildings, SlenderWall

Nevada
Rockway Precast
N. Las Vegas; Buildings

Oldcastle Precast Inc.
Easton; Buildings

Seminole Precast Mfg., Inc.
DeBary; J-J Hooks®
United Concrete Products, LLC
Medley; J-J Hooks®
Georgia
Seminole Precast Mfg., Inc.
Macon; J-J Hooks®
The Industrial Co.
Savannah; J-J Hooks®
Illinois
McCann Concrete Products
Dorsey; Buildings

New Jersey
Jersey Precast
®
Trenton; J-J Hooks

Tennessee
Chris-Hill Construction
Memphis; J-J Hooks®

New York
Binghamton Precast
®
Binghamton; J-J Hooks

Texas
Lonestar Prestress Mfg., Inc.
Houston; Buildings

Fort Miller Co., Inc.
®
Schuylerville; J-J Hooks

Tricon Precast
Houston; J-J Hooks®

Kistner Concrete Products
®
E. Pembroke; J-J Hooks

Valley Prestress (Williams Bros.)
Houston; J-J Hooks®

L.C. Whitford Materials Co., Inc.
®
Wellsville; J-J Hooks

W.W. Webber, Inc.
Houston; J-J Hooks®

Utility Concrete Products
Morris; J-J Hooks®

Roman Stone Const. Co.
®
Bay Shore; Buildings, J-J Hooks

Indiana
Independent Concrete Pipe
Indianapolis; J-J Hooks®

North Carolina
Concrete Pipe and Precast, LLC
®
Dunn; J-J Hooks

Indiana Barrier Wall, LLC
Ft. Wayne; J-J Hooks®
Kentucky
Independent Concrete Pipe
Louisville; J-J Hooks®
Oldcastle Precast, Inc.
Lexington; J-J Hooks®

* Sublicensed by Eagle Concrete Products

Smith-Carolina Corp.
®
Reidsville; J-J Hooks , Buildings, Farm
Products, Beach Prisms™
OHIO
Norwalk Concrete Ind.
®
Norwalk; J-J Hooks , Buildings

Vermont
SD Ireland Concrete Const. Corp.
Williston; J-J Hooks®
Virginia
Smith-Midland® Corp.
Midland; J-J Hooks®, Beach Prisms™,
SlenderWall®, Buildings, SoftSound,
Farm Products
West Virginia
Eastern Vault Company
Princeton; J-J Hooks®

Design Concrete Systems, Ltd
Seaforth; SoftSound
Hy-Grade Precast Concrete
St. Catharines; Buildings, J-J Hooks®,
SoftSound
Quebec
Bétons Préfabriqués Du Lac Inc.
Alma; SlenderWall®
Béton Provincial Ltee
Quebec City; Beach Prisms™ ,
SoftSound
Lecuyer et Fils Ltee
St. Remi; Buildings

Mexico
OptiCretos, S.A. de C.V.
Monterrey; SlenderWall®

Australia
Australian Road Barriers
Victoria; J-J Hooks®

Belgium
Oude Firma DeClercq Ed
Gent; J-J Hooks®

TRINDAD & TOBAGO
Spancast Caribbean Ltd.
Arima; J-J Hooks®

New Zealand
NZ Barriers
Auckland; J-J Hooks®
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