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MASH TL3 Pin-Down crash test
(6-inches from vertical cut)

Up-coming Modifications to National Cooperative Highway Research
Program (NCHRP) Report 350 & Manual for Assessing Safety Hardware
(MASH) - Tested Devices
The J-J Hooks “12 in.” connection for freestanding
highway safety barrier installations was crash tested
to NCHRP Report 350 Test Level 3 (TL3) in 1999.
The Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) issued
Acceptance Letter B-52. This test covers barrier shapes
“F” & “NJ”. This design is approved in 41 U.S. states,
4 Canadian provinces, and 4 other countries.
The J-J Hooks “18 in.” connection for restrained
installations was crash tested to MASH TL3 standards
in 2012. The FHWA issued Acceptance Letters B-52B
Bolt-Down for Concrete Surface (2 bolts for 12ft.
section & 3 bolts for 20ft. section) and B52C Pin-Down
for Asphalt Surface (3 bolts for 12ft. section & 4 bolts
for 20ft. section). This test covers barrier shapes “F”,
J-J Hooks Bolt-Down installation on a bridge re-decking project in Vermont,
“NJ”, & Constant Slope. Our newer restrained design
is approved in 22 U.S. states and 1 Canadian province. produced by SD Ireland.
AASHTO & FHWA issued a January 2016 Joint Agreement Memorandum titled – “Implementation Agreement for Manual for
Assessing Safety Hardware” or MASH 16. The Memorandum contains implementation timetables for upgrading all hardware products.
The Manual should be available this summer.
AASHTO/FHWA sources have indicated the MASH 16 testing for Temporary Concrete Barriers will not change from the current
MASH. We are in contact with AASHTO Technical Committee for Road Safety & FHWA committee members working to finalize the
Manual. Easi-Set will continue to monitor this evolving situation and is in a position to respond quickly to any MASH 16 changes that
affect our free standing, bolt down, & pin down J-J Hooks barriers.
Easi-Set has 39 licensed producers providing J-J Hooks to highway projects throughout the U.S., Canada, and abroad. Since its
introduction, J-J Hooks producers have provided over 10,000,000 linear feet of safety barrier for roadway projects. Visit www.jjhooks.
com website for more information. — Art Miles
(1)

O

F
L O QU
AL
ITY

Rockaway Beach Beautification Project

SYMB

Producer News
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The Jamaica Bay Restoration Corps and hundreds of volunteers worked together to
create the longest mural in NYC (1.5 miles), on J-J Hooks barrier provided, under
a NYCDOT maintenance contract, by Roman Stone Construction of Bay Shore,
NY. The barrier protects pedestrians and bicyclists along Shore Front Parkway in
Rockaway Beach - an area significantly damaged by Superstorm Sandy. The NYC
Parks Department invited local artists to envision the surface of these ordinary
construction barriers as canvases for art and received more than 50 submissions. The
community residents were then allowed to vote for their favorites. All three winning
designs were beachfront themes containing the ocean, waves, surfers, and seagulls.
The murals, covering more than 37,000 square feet, were hand-painted by over 250
volunteers and the NYC Parks staff during a 12-day period.
“Roman Stone Construction,” says Anna Faia, VP-Sales/Corporate Secretary, “is
very proud to have been a part of the Beautification Project by providing the barrier
and we continue to work with designers and contractors as they work to restore and
beautify the Rockaway Beach area.” — Moffette Tharpe

SoftSound™ Steals the Show in Ontario

60,000 sq.ft. of SoftSound was manufactured by Design Concrete Systems, Ltd.,
for two Ministry of Transportation Ontario projects: a road widening in the
Hyde Park section of the City of London; and replacement of aging sound wall
panels on Highway 417 in the City of Ottawa. According to Kenn Hines, General
Manager of Design Concrete, SoftSound’s adaptable design features helped the
city of London save money on total project costs by integrating the noise wall with
traditional project walls. “This resulted in the uniform look that both the city and
residents wanted.” On the Ottawa replacement project, time was of the essence,
since it interrupted traffic on a major thoroughfare. “Most people get into Ottawa
on 417,” said Hines, “so the MTO couldn’t afford to shut it down for very long.”
“The installer literally just set the panels in place and moved on,” said Hines. Using
SoftSound also helped assuage homeowners’ concerns about aesthetics, “We had to
jump through some hoops to show them how aesthetically-pleasing the new walls
were going to be,” said Hines. “Once they were installed, everyone was very happy
with the finished product.” — Dale Neal
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Damage before Installation
After Storm

Beach Prisms First
Great Lakes installation

The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources (MDNR) contracted Easi-Set’s
Licensed Producer Smith-Midland to provide
Beach Prisms for installation on a stormravaged park beach at Little Girl’s Point on
Lake Superior. This is the first use of the
technology in Michigan and the Great Lakes.
During a recent nor’easter, five months after
installation, waves fifteen feet high carrying
stones and logs crashed ashore. The Beach
Prisms stood their ground, preventing further
damage, and actually captured large stones to
create a new shoreline.
“The MDNR has undertaken eight studies of
this section of lakeshore and has been unable
to come up with a viable solution to the erosion
problem, until the decision was made to install
Beach Prisms,” said Bill Doan, Roscommon
District Supervisor, “We have utilized various
shoreline protection methods throughout the
Great Lakes. Based on the performance of
the Prisms, I would not recommend using
any other method. There is likely no harsher
condition in the US to prove their performance
than here. I am confident that as we add more
installation sites, Beach Prisms will become
the standard.” — Dale Neal
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Producer News
Delivering their First Easi-Set Building

The Oldcastle Precast plant in Newnan, GA delivered an Easi-Set Model 1220
Concession Stand building to the Battle Ground Academy in Franklin, TN,
just south of Nashville. Two weeks prior to delivery a site survey was completed and with the assistance of the Academy. The
installation was a great success. Oldcastle Precast wishes the Battle Ground Academy Wildcat Soccer Teams a winning season
and is pleased to have been a part of upgrading the facilities on this beautiful campus.
We are certain this will be their first happy customer, with many more to come. — Dale Neal
Embassy Suites

Holiday Inn

SlenderWall Takes Center
Stage on 3 Hotel Projects

McCann Concrete raises
the bar on a Unique
Easi-Span Building

McCann Concrete Products of Dorsey, IL
recently manufactured, shipped, and installed
a 20’x 20’x 8’ Easi-Span all-precast-concrete
building. The new Easi-Span replaced an
existing building as part of a water system
improvement project at the Water Treatment
Plant in Carpentersville, IL. The building
was assembled on top of another structure
elevated approximately 18’ above grade. The
roof of the existing building became the floor
for the Easi-Span. Assembly was completed
in only one day. The project required
locating and casting precise openings for
existing equipment that remained in-place
during installation. — Chris Reese

McCann
Concrete Products
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SlenderWall producer Smith-Midland (SMC)
created customized, building-envelope panels
for three major hotel chain projects: Holiday
Inn Cleveland Clinic in Cleveland, OH;
Embassy Suites in Berkeley Heights, NJ;
and Hyatt House in Jersey City, NJ.
Cost effective and durable – with no maintenance or failure issues – SlenderWall
is available in a wide variety of designs/ finishes and provides a viable
alternative to the traditional EFIS construction used by many hotel chains.
For the Holiday Inn Cleveland Clinic, SlenderWall is enabling a “systems-based
approach,” which minimized the work of other trades required on-site,” said
Chris Grogan, SMC SlenderWall Sales Manager. The project incorporates
286 smooth acid-wash finished architectural precast panels for a total of nearly
42,000 square feet of SlenderWall. Located on a 1.8-acre site, the $40 million
project will include a Holiday Inn hotel, restaurant, and swimming pool.
The Embassy Suites in Berkeley Heights is being constructed with 396
smooth acid-wash finished panels, for a total of 52,671 square feet of precast
architectural panels. The 187,000-square-foot development is located within the
Connell Corporate Park and will result in an eight-story, 176-room hotel at a
total project cost of $39.5 million.
At the Hyatt House, SlenderWall was selected for its lightweight characteristics
and durable exterior, which is easily installed on jobsites with reduced
access. For the project, Smith-Midland provided nearly 11,500 square feet of
architectural panels colored dark grey, tan, and white to meet the project owner’s
specifications. Upon completion in 2016, the $90 million project will house a
13-story Hyatt hotel near the city’s waterfront. — Dale Neal
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Easi-Set News
Project Referral to another Easi-Set Licensed Producer is the Smart Solution

All of us have ended up with projects that for a variety of reasons we have to turn down. The way you
reject the opportunity is vital to maintaining your good corporate reputation and protecting your Easi-Set
Brand. Once you’ve made the decision to turn down a project, it’s important to let the rejected buyer
know specifically why you can’t do the project, but keep your explanation short and simple.
Have a backup Easi-Set licensed producer you can recommend for the project. Other Easi-Set licensed
producers, because of their geographical location, are not in direct competition for the projects you
usually do. Here is where having a strong network of Easi-Set licensees to fall back on comes in handy.
Remember that many buyers are looking for the Easi-Set product and Easi-Set Brand reliability. It is far
better to refer a project to another Easi-Set producer than to have the project go to a competing product.
An Easi-Set producer that engages in this referral activity will be grateful for the opportunity and return
the favor when they need to pass on a project. As a last resort, please refer the project to Easi-Set and
give us the opportunity to find a solution. — Art Miles

The Precast Show of Shows

Easi-Set was one of nearly 300 exhibitors at this year’s
The Precast Show in Nashville, TN. The NPCA staff
reported that there were over 4,000 attendees which
represented the largest crowd in a decade. This year’s
show marked the beginning of a “partnership” between
the NPCA (National Precast Concrete Association) and
the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute. The Cast
Stone Institute and the Canadian Precast/Prestressed
Concrete Institute used the Show venue to hold meetings
and training sessions concurrently with this event.
This annual show provides an excellent opportunity
for Easi-Set staff to meet and talk with new potential
licensed producers looking for an economical and
efficient entry into a new product line, plus it provides
the added benefit of having face-to-face discussions
with current licensed producers. This year’s Show marked the first time that our licensed
J-J Hooks producers in New Zealand, John Glenn, Owner, NZ Barriers, and in Australia, Rick
Driscoll, Director, Australian Road
Barriers had attended The Precast
Show. Accompanying Rick on his
trip to the U.S. and to the Show were
Ben Sexton, Sales & Operations and
Laurie McKenna, Precast Manager.
Easi-Set’s larger booth, this year,
provided an ideal setting to
showcase four of Easi-Set’s product
lines - J-J Hooks, Easi-Set Buildings,
SoftSound, & SlenderWall – and
visually communicated the scope
of Easi-Set’s licensing and product
diversification program. We had a record number of booth visitors expressing interest in
our product lines and we look forward to adding many of them to our Easi-Set family of
licensed producers. — Moffette Tharpe
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Easi-Set Staff:
Art Miles - President			
Moffette Tharpe - Managing Director
Jeremy Smith - Building Products Manager

Chris Reese - Engineer
Anne Smith - Administrative Manager
Dale Neal - Advertising Manager

Smith Midland Hosts 31st Building Producers Seminar

November 5-7, 2016 marks the time, Airlie Hotel & Conference Center in nearby Warrenton, VA marks the location, Smith-Midland
was the host company, nine sponsors participated, and sixty nine persons attended to make the Easi-Set Building Seminar a great success.
The Thursday night Awards Gala was held in the Pavilion at Airlie. Licensed Producer Service Awards were presented to Norwalk
Concrete Industries and Shea Concrete for 10-years and StructureCast for 5-years of service. The Largest Footprint (3,900SF) was
won (again!!!) by Lonestar Prestress, while the Highest Average Sale ($64,025) was StructureCast, the Most Restrooms Sold (44) was
Smith-Midland, and the Most Easi-Spans sold (8) was Lonestar Prestress. The Most Buildings sold (82) was won by Smith-Midland,
second was HyGrade Precast Concrete (79) and third was Oldcastle Precast, Easton (74). The competition was fierce.
On Friday morning, Dale Neal, Midland Advertising & Design shared the results of the 2015 Co-op Ad Program and the plans for
2016. This year’s Seminar emphasized Licensed Producer participation with four concurrent subject-focused workshops on Friday
morning, a Sales Development (how to) presentation on Friday afternoon by Dave Worthington, Oldcastle Precast, Easton, PA, and
two group workshops on Saturday morning.
Always a highlight of the Seminar is the Friday plant tour. This year Smith-Midland “raised the bar” for future expectations. Not only
was it one of the best plant tours to date, but the added benefit of visiting an Easi-Span Building under construction and a completed
double restroom installed in a park in nearby Warrenton, on the way to/from the plant, made it even more special. Our sponsors had the
opportunity on Friday afternoon to present their latest technology and new products to those in attendance. Dinner and Dueling Pianos
at the Smoke House on the Center grounds capped the day’s activities.
On Saturday, each producer was given an opportunity to share their “success” stories and a couple of producers used this opportunity
to share their most challenging projects. This portion of the Agenda is one of the most valuable learning
and sharing experiences at the Seminar. Not only do we have the opportunity to see a broad range of
applications for Easi-Set Buildings, but we have an opportunity to learn “what not to do” along the way.
Thanks to all who planned and participated in the Seminar to make it a success. — Moffette Tharpe

All Easi-Set Websites Now
Incorporate the Latest in
Responsive Web Technology

All five Easi-Set Product Line websites, along with the
newly relaunched corporate website, now incorporate the
latest in device “responsive” web technology. Each site was
rebuilt using a platform that presents the optimal version
of the website view to a visitor based on the type of device
they are using, i.e. smart phone, tablet, large-screened
desktop, etc. Search engines reward sites using responsive
technology with a higher rankings due to an enhanced
customer experience. — Dale Neal
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Easi-Set Develops Relationship with CLEB/AIR-INS in Montreal, Quebec, CA

Easi-Set has developed a professional relationship with CLEB (Building Envelope Laboratory & Consulting) /Air-Ins. Inc.,
headquartered in Montreal with offices in Quebec City, Ottawa, & Truro, Canada and New York City, USA. CLEB is a world-renowned
firm offering clients a wide range of building envelope expertise which includes consulting, testing, and quality control services at their
facilities or onsite. CLEB has performed a number of laboratory thermal-resistance performance tests (ASTM C1363 Hot Box Test) on
Easi-Set SlenderWall Architectural Precast Concrete/Steel Stud Building Panels. This test method
measures the thermal performance of representative building material assemblies. Our most recent
measured test (not calculated) achieved an industry-leading U-Factor of 0.0421 (R-23.89).
Rodney Smith and Art Miles of Easi-Set were
recently joined by Robert Bouchard, BPDL
President, Easi-Set’s Canadian SlenderWall
licensed producer, on a tour conducted by Mr.
Mario Goncalves, President, CLEB/Air-Ins
(www.cleb.com) of their newly enlarged Montreal
CLEB/Air-Ins offices, laboratories, training,
research, and development areas. — Art Miles

Panel testing using turbo prop aircraft engine

The Wide-Wide World of EASI-SET® Licensed Producers
United States
Arkansas
Peterson Concrete Tank Co.
N. Little Rock; J-J Hooks®
California
StructureCast
Bakersfield; Buildings
Colorado
SEMA Precast, Inc.
Englewood; J-J Hooks®
Florida
Leesburg Concrete Co., Inc.
Leesburg; Buildings, SlenderWall
Seminole Precast Mfg., Inc.
DeBary; J-J Hooks®
Georgia
Oldcastle Precast Inc.
Newnan; Buildings
Seminole Precast Mfg., Inc.
Macon; J-J Hooks®
The Industrial Co.
Savannah; J-J Hooks®
Illinois
McCann Concrete Products
Dorsey; Buildings
Utility Concrete Products
Morris; J-J Hooks®
Indiana
County Materials Corporation
Maxwell, Indianapolis; J-J Hooks®
Indiana Barrier Wall, LLC
Ft. Wayne; J-J Hooks®
Kentucky
Forterra Pipe & Precast
Louisville; J-J Hooks®
Oldcastle Precast, Inc.
Lexington; J-J Hooks®

Massachusetts
Shea Concrete Products
Wilmington; Buildings, J-J Hooks®

Pennsylvania
Eagle Concrete Products, Inc.
®
Somerset; J-J Hooks

Michigan
Kerkstra Precast
®
Grandville; J-J Hooks

Faddis Concrete Products
Kutztown, New Castle*,
®
Downingtown; J-J Hooks

Mississippi
Jackson Precast, Inc.
Jackson; SlenderWall®

* Sublicensed by Eagle Concrete Products

Nevada
Jensen Precast
N. Las Vegas; Buildings
New Jersey
Jersey Precast
®
Trenton; J-J Hooks
New York
Binghamton Precast
®
Binghamton; J-J Hooks
Fort Miller Co., Inc.
®
Schuylerville; J-J Hooks
Kistner Concrete Products
®
E. Pembroke; J-J Hooks
L.C. Whitford Materials Co., Inc.
®
Wellsville; J-J Hooks
Roman Stone Const. Co.
®
Bay Shore; J-J Hooks
North Carolina
Concrete Pipe and Precast, LLC
®
Dunn; J-J Hooks
Smith-Carolina Corp.
®
Reidsville; J-J Hooks , Buildings, Farm
Products, Beach Prisms™
OHIO
Norwalk Concrete Ind.
®
Norwalk; J-J Hooks , Buildings
Oklahoma
GNC Concrete Products, Inc.
®
Catoosa; J-J Hooks

Oldcastle Precast Inc.
Easton; Buildings
South Carolina
Smith-Columbia® Corp.
Hopkins; J-J Hooks®, SlenderWall®,
Buildings, SoftSound
Tennessee
Chris-Hill Construction
Memphis; J-J Hooks®
Texas
Lonestar Prestress Mfg., Inc.
Houston; Buildings
Tricon Precast
Houston; J-J Hooks®
Valley Prestress (Williams Bros.)
Houston; J-J Hooks®
W.W. Webber, Inc.
Houston; J-J Hooks®
Vermont
SD Ireland Concrete Const. Corp.
Williston; J-J Hooks®
Virginia
Smith-Midland® Corp.
Midland; J-J Hooks®, Beach Prisms™,
SlenderWall®, Buildings, SoftSound,
Farm Products
West Virginia
Eastern Vault Company
Princeton; J-J Hooks®

Canada
Nova Scotia
The Shaw Group
Lantz; J-J Hooks®
Ontario
C J Pink, Ltd
London; J-J Hooks®
Design Concrete Systems, Ltd
Seaforth; SoftSound
Hy-Grade Precast Concrete
St. Catharines; Buildings, J-J Hooks®,
SoftSound
Quebec
Bétons Préfabriqués Du Lac Inc.
Alma; SlenderWall®
Béton Provincial Ltee
Quebec City; Beach Prisms™ ,
SoftSound

Mexico
OptiCretos, S.A. de C.V.
Monterrey; SlenderWall®

Australia
Australian Road Barriers
Victoria; J-J Hooks®

Belgium
Oude Firma DeClercq Ed
Gent; J-J Hooks®

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO
Spancast Caribbean Ltd.
Arima; J-J Hooks®

New Zealand
NZ Barriers
Auckland; J-J Hooks®

Concrete Connection is published for the benefit of our licensed producers, their staff, our suppliers, team members,
and selected interested parties. It is available in both print and electronic form. Moffette Tharpe, Editor
Easi-Set®, J-J Hooks®, SlenderWall®, SoftSound®, and Easi-Span® are registered trademarks of Easi-Set Worldwide.
© 2016 Easi-Set® Worldwide . PO Box 400 . 5119 Catlett Road . Midland, VA 22728 . (540) 439-8911 . www.EasiSet.com
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